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A huge thanks to our
energetic & hardworking

Parent's Association &
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. "'l.";%'ﬁ .

T

Volunteer

Group and
also to all the wonderful
local businesses and families for
your kind & generous donations to our
Christmas Raffle in December. We raised
€5180!
Without your support we couldn't hold
this fundraiser which is one of our most
successful events to date. A special thank
you to SEM Construction and Gaffney
Mechanical who were our generous main
sponsors again this year. Congratulations
to Dylan & Darcie Clarke who won the
Top Sellers Prize of a €30 Smyths voucher
having sold 5 cards for the rafflel Well
done also to Ella Jane & Noah Foster who
won the chocolate hamper which was
raffled among the children who returned
full cards. Congratulations to all our
winners & ticket sellers. The full list of

winners has been emailed to all families.

T'ﬁ‘;ls Just a reminder that the

%Lll\ school is closed on Monday
|

CALENDAR' 6th February & on

Thursday 16t & Friday 17t February for
Midterm Break

Food Dudes is an award

§3id

eating programme, developed to encourage

curriculum-linked
healthy

winning

evidence-based

children to eat more fresh fruit and vegetables.
It is based on repeated tastings of fresh fruit
and vegetables, rewards and positive role
models. A new and improved programme is
now being rolled out in schools and includes
new varieties of fruits and vegetables, &
additional tasting days. Ms Murray has
completed the training on the programme and
will lead our classes in this new & exciting
initiative that starts on Tuesday 17* January.
We  will

information across the next four weeks of the

share updates and important
programme. The Food Dudes Healthy Eating
Programme can bring about significant change
and improvement in children’s’ eating habits.
The programme is managed by Bord Bia in
Ireland and is funded by the Department of

Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

Club
Wednesday 25% January and

Lego returns  on

will run for 6 weeks. The club
runs from 3pm — 4pm each day and children
from Second — Sixth Class are welcome to
attend. The cost of the club is €30 for six
weeks and must be paid in advance. Places
are limited and will be filled on a first come
first served basis. Completed forms and the
fee should be returned to Ms. Allen in a
sealed envelope before Friday 20t January.
If you have any questions please contact Ms.

Allen directly claireallen@carlanstownns.ie

SAVE THE DATE
SCHOOL DRAMA NIGHT
Third — Sixth Class
Thurs 30" March @ 7pm
St. Vincent de Paul Hall Kells

Peace Proms Tickets
If you wish to purchase a ticket for the
Peace Proms Concert on Sunday 5th
February in the RDS please click on the
link  below. Please note it s
unreserved seating & the children in the
choir do not need a ticket.
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/p

eaceproms/788694/
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SENIOR INFANTS, THIRD &
FOURTH CLAss will begin their 6 week
swimming programme on Wednesday
8t February. Bus departs the school @
9.30 with lessons from 10.00 — 10.45.
As previously explained, the children

will be supervised by teachers at all

times in the changing rooms.
However, under Child Protection
Guidelines  teachers cannot help

children to dress/undress. If a parent,
childminder, relative etc wishes to be
present in the changing room they
must have Garda Vetting through the
school. Please contact the office if you

require a vetting form.

All schools are obliged to submit attendance
reports each year to TUSLA, the Child and Family
Agency. There are two reporting periods in the
year, September to December and January to June.
As | am completing the attendance returns this
week | thought I'd take this opportunity to explain
again how attendance recording and reporting
works in all schools. Attendance is recorded daily
by each class teacher on our online roll books via
Aladdin. In the case of a child who arrives late after
the roll is called or who leaves early, the time of
arrival/leaving is also recorded & this is calculated
by Aladdin into learning time missed at the end of
the year. This communicated on the end of year

school report.

In the Attendance Return, we are required to list
any pupils, over the age of 6, who have missed 20
or more school days for any reason. The Education
Welfare Officer (EWO) will ask if the absences were
explained. Explained absences, due to illness etc,
are not a cause for concern and shouldn't cause any
worry at all, and in most cases there is no further
action. A large number of unexplained absences, or
a pattern in absences may lead to further
involvement from the Education Welfare Officer.
While attendance is hugely important and good
attendance correlates strongly with improved
outcomes, we understand that there are also very
valid reasons for children to miss school and this is
understood. | would like to remind all parents to
please enter your absence reason on Aladdin each
time your child is absent so we have the explained
absence on record. Please aim to have your child
in school for 9.20 each day. We understand this
isn't always possible, and understanding is always

there for extenuating circumstances.
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